Chapter 29

What has been reported about tanjeem 

Chapter 29 Box 1/3
Al Bukhaaree said in his Saheeh:

Qataadah said:

Allaah created these stars for three: adorning the heavens, missiles against the devils and signs by which (the traveller) is guided.

So whoever interprets them for other than these has indeed erred and forsaken his portion and taken upon himself that of which he has no knowledge.

With regards to the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed:

1) Why are some forms of tanjeem false and futile?
Some of this tanjeem (looking to the stars for a specific purpose) is false and futile because:

a) it involves claims of sharing with Allaah in having knowledge of the ghayb (hidden and unseen) 

b) and having attachment of the heart to something other than Allaah 

c) and ascribing events that occur to the stars without the will of Allaah being involved.

And this is major shirk which negates the very basis of tawheed.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
2) what has been reported about tanjeem  - meaning that which is permissible from it and that which is not permissible from it, together with a disparagement of that which is impermissible; and what occurs with regards to tanjeem by way of threat from Allaah. 
And tanjeem is: using the conditions of the stars and planets as proof for events which occur upon the earth. And it is also called ‘ilm ut ta-theer (knowledge of effects of the stars)
3) al Bukhaaree said in his Saheeh – in ta’leeq (disconnected) form.
4) Allaah created these stars for three – this is taken from the Qur’aan. 
5) adorning the heavens – this refers to His Statement, He the Most High:

And We adorned the lowest heaven with stars..

Soorah al Mulk (67) aayah 5

6) missiles against the devils – this refers to His Statement, He the Most High:

And We made them as missiles to strike the devils..

Soorah al Mulk (67) aayah 5
7) signs by which (the traveller) is guided – i.e. signs towards the directions and the different lands and the like of that, so that the people can be guided by them. And this refers to His Statement, He the Most High:

And He (Allaah) is the One who placed the stars for you so that you should be guided by means of them through the darkness of the land and the sea.

Soorah al An’aam (6) aayah 97

8) so whoever interprets them for other than these – whoever claims about them other than that which Allaah the Most High has mentioned (regarding these three) and claims by means of them to have knowledge of the ghayb (hidden and the unseen).
9) he has indeed erred – he has spoken and claimed to have knowledge of the ghayb.
10) forsaken his portion – i.e. his portion from his lifespan because he has busied himself in that which contains no benefit ; rather there is harm in it.
With regards to the general meaning of this narration:
11) Whom was Qataadah refuting with this statement of his?
He was refuting those who had appeared in his time and who held beliefs about the stars which were other than those which the Creator of the Stars had mentioned in His Book.
12) What sins were and are these people guilty of?
They spoke without knowledge and made false claims and they consumed their lifespans doing that which would harm them. These people took upon themselves that which they were not able to attain.
13) What is the relevance of this narration to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It contains an explanation of the wisdom behind the creation of the stars – just as Allaah mentioned in His Book – as well as a refutation of those people who claim about the stars that there is a purpose contrary to what Allaah mentioned about them.

With regards to benefits of the narration, fill in the missing words:

This narration shows:

14) An explanation of the wisdom behind the creation of the stars, just as is proved by the Qur’aan.
15) A refutation of those who claim that the stars were created for a wise purpose other than that which Allaah has mentioned about them.

16) That it is obligatory to go back to the Book of Allaah in order to clarify the Truth from the baatil (falsehood).

17) That whoever seeks guidance from other than the Book and the Sunnah has missed out on what is correct and wasted his time and taken upon himself that which he is unable to attain.
Chapter 29 Box 2/3

And Qataadah hated learning about the stages of the Moon, and ibn ‘Uyaynah did not make any concession in this matter. Harb mentioned this from both of them.

Ahmad and Ishaaq did make a concession for learning about the stages.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) ibn ‘Uyaynah – referring to Sufyaan ibn ‘Uyaynah.
2) Harb - referring to Harb al Kirmaanee, one of the major students of Ahmad.
3) Ahmad - referring to al Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal.
4) Ishaaq - referring to Ishaaq ibn Raahawayh.
5) stages of the Moon – referring to the stages which the Moon passes through each night and they are twenty eight in number; and awareness of that is called ‘knowledge of the movement (of the moon)’.
6) Why does the Imaam rahimahullaah tell us this information about these four imaams here?

This paragraph tells us that there was some disagreement amongst the scholars over the ruling of learning the stages of the moon (whose purpose was for using them as evidence for ascertaining the direction of the Qiblah and the times of the prayers and awareness of the seasons).

So if the scholars disagreed about this, which contains nothing prohibited, so that the people would not fall into that which was prohibited – then how much more so their forbidding astrology which is misguidance and danger!
Chapter 29 Box 3/3
And from Aboo Moosaa who said:

The Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Three (types of people) will not enter Paradise: the person who continually drinks intoxicants, the person who cuts off the ties of kinship and the person who believes in sorcery.

Ahmad reported it as did ibn Hibbaan in his Saheeh.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) Aboo Moosaa – he was Aboo Moosaa al Ash’aree and his name was ‘Abdullaah ibn Qays. He was a noble and well known companion who died in al Koofah in 50AH.
2) the person who continually drinks alcohol – the person who continually drinks them until he dies without repenting from it.
3) the person who cuts the ties of kinship – i.e. the person who does not establish the obligatory duties which his close relatives have upon him.
4) the person who believes in sorcery – sorcery, from whose types is tanjeem, just as has preceded in the hadeeth:

Whoever seeks to learn a portion of knowledge from the stars, then he has indeed acquired a portion of sorcery..

With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
5) What are the three types of sinful people who will not enter Paradise?
1) The person who continually drinks intoxicants of whatever type and dies upon that without repenting.

2) The person who does not establish the right of his close relatives whom Allaah has commanded keeping close ties with.

3) The person who believes in sorcery which is something which comprises many different types – and from them is tanjeem.
6) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It contains a severe threat for the person who believes in sorcery and from that sorcery is astrology which is the topic of this chapter.
With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

7) The prohibition of tanjeem and that it is from the major sins because it is included in sihr (sorcery) – and the person who believes in sihr will not enter Paradise.

8) The prohibition of drinking intoxicants and the severe threat for the person who dies and has not repented from drinking it.

9) The obligation to maintain the ties of close family and the prohibition of cutting these.

10) The obligation to reject sorcery in all its forms.

� Reported by al Bukhaaree in mu’allaq form.


� Reported by Ahmad in his Musnad (4/399) and ibn Hibbaan and it is da’eef.


� Reported by Aboo Daawud (3905), ibn Maajah (3726) and Ahmad in his Musnad. And al Albaanee declares this hadeeth to be hasan in his checking of Aboo Daawud.





