
Chapter 26

What has been reported about kuhhaan (soothsayers/fortunetellers) and their like

Chapter 26 Box 1/4
Muslim reports in his Saheeh from some of the wives of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam that he said:

Whoever comes to an ‘arraaf (diviner
) then asks him about a matter then attests to that, prayers will not be accepted from him for forty days.

With regards to the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed:

1) What do the kuhhaan and their like claim to have?

2) Why is this wrong to do?
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

3) kuhhaan 
4) what has been reported about kuhhaan 
5) and their like

6) from some of the wives

7) prayers will not be accepted

With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
8) What do people seek to gain by going to the kuhhaan and the like of them?

9) What is the recompense for doing this?

10) Is their action therefore a sinful one?

11) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

12) A prohibition of going to the ******* and asking them about matters of the hidden and unseen and believing them in that -  and that it is ****.

13) That ************** is haraam (forbidden) and that it is from the greatest of the major sins.

14) The person who goes to the kuhhaan and does not believe them will not have his prayers accepted from him for ***** days – as has been reported in another hadeeth.

As for the person who believes them, then he has committed ****  in what was revealed to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

Chapter 26 Box 2/4

And from Aboo Hurayrah from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam that he said:

Whoever goes to a kaahin (soothsayer) and believes him in what he says then he has indeed disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

Reported by Aboo Daawud.

And from the four and al Haakim and he said:

Saheeh (authentic) according to the conditions of the two of them from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam:

Whoever goes to an ‘arraaf (diviner) or a kaahin (soothsayer) and believes him in what he says, then he has indeed disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

And from Aboo Ya’laa with a good chain of narration from ibn Mas’ood is the like of this – in a mawqoof form.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

1) in what was revealed to Muhammad

With regards to the general meaning of these versions of the hadeeth:
2) Who in fact has the knowledge that the soothsayers and diviners claim to have?
3) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

4) That it is ********* to go to the soothsayers and diviners and to ask them questions.

And that it is obligatory to stay far away from them because going to them is:

a) **** if the person believes them in what they tell him

b) something ****** (forbidden) if the person does not believe them.

5) Whoever goes to them (the soothsayers and the diviners) and believes them, then he has disbelieved in the ********** which was sent down to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
6) That soothsaying (fortunetelling) is *****  because it contains a claim to share with Allaah, the Most High, in the knowledge of the hidden and unseen.
Chapter 26 Box 3/4

And from ‘Imraan ibn Husayn – radi Allaahu ‘anhu – in a marfoo’ form:

He is not from us who performs tiyarah (seeking omens) or has it done for him.

Nor he who practises soothsaying or has it done for him.

Nor he who practises sorcery or has it done for him.

And whoever goes to a soothsayer and believes him in what he says has disbelieved in what was revealed to Muhammad sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

Reported by al Bazzaar with a good chain of narration. And at Tabaraanee reports it with a hasan chain of narration from the hadeeth of ibn ‘Abbaas, without his statement:

And whoever goes…..up to the end.

Al Baghawee said:

The ‘arraaf (diviner) is the person who claims to know things by way of indications which lead him to what has been  stolen and to the lost item and the like of that.

And it is said that he is the kaahin (soothsayer).

And the kaahin (soothsayer) is the person who informs about the matters of the ghayb to occur in the future.

And it is said that he is the person who informs about what is in (a person’s) mind.

And Abul ‘Abbaas ibn Taymiyyah said:

The ‘arraaf (diviner) is a name for the kaahin (soothsayer) and the astrologer and the rammaal
 and the like of them from those people who speak, (claiming) the knowledge of the affairs by these means.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) He is not from us 

With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
2) Why is the person who does these actions mentioned in the hadeeth “not from us”?

3) What is the ruling upon the person who believes in what the soothsayers, sorcerers, etc tell him?
4) Which other practices of some of  the people are mentioned by Shaykh al Fawzaan in this context?
5) What is a kaahin ?

6) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

7) The prohibition of claiming knowledge of the ghayb (hidden and unseen) because such a claim opposes *******.

8) The prohibition of attesting to the truthfulness of the person (who claims this knowledge) by means of soothsaying and other than soothsaying, because this is ****.

9) The obligation of declaring the soothsayers and their like to be ***** and the obligation of staying far away from them and from their ‘science’.

10) The ********** of holding fast to that which was sent down to the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and of rejecting whatever opposes this revelation.

Chapter 26 Box 4/4
And ibn ‘Abbaas said about a people who write Abaa Jaad and who ponder over the stars:

I do not see a person who does this to have any portion (of Paradise) with Allaah.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) who write Abaa Jaad

2) who ponder over the stars

3) I do not see

With regards to the general meaning of this narration:
4) Why should the person who practises these affairs not have any portion with Allaah?

5) What is the relevance of this narration to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

With regards to benefits of the narration, fill in the missing words:

This narration shows:

6) The prohibition of learning Abaa Jaad for the purpose of claiming knowledge of the ***** by doing so – for this opposes tawheed. As for learning it for purposes of ******** or hisaab ul jummal (using the letters according to their numerical value), then there is no harm in this.

7) The prohibition of tanjeem (*********) because it is a means which leads to shirk with Allaah, the Most High.

8) That a person should not be deceived by the knowledge and sciences which the people of falsehood have been given because that occurs by way of ********* (Allaah gradually leading them to destruction).
� Meaning a person who claims to have knowledge of the hidden and unseen based on guesswork and intuition. So he differs from the kaahin (soothsayer) only in that he does not work with the devils, whereas the soothsayer does. And both of these types of people claim knowledge of the hidden and unseen but are in fact from the awliyaa of Shaytaan.


See Shaykh al Fawzaan’s explanation of al ‘Aqeedat at Tahaawiyyah (point 210) for more discussion of this.


� Reported by Muslim (2230) and Ahmad in his Musnad.


� Reported by Aboo Daawud (3904) and Ahmad in his Musnad. And al Albaanee rahimahullaah mentioned about it in his checking of Sunan Aboo Dawood, “saheeh” (authentic).


� Reported by al Haakim in al Mustadrak (1/8) and Ahmad in his Musnad. And al Albaanee declared it to be “saheeh” in Saheeh ul Jaami’ (no 5939).


� Reported by Aboo Ya’laa in his Musnad and al Bazzaar. And al Albaanee declared it to be “saheeh” in Saheeh ut Targheeb wat Tarheeb (no 3048).


� And al Albaanee rahimahullaah declared to be saheeh li ghayrihi in Saheeh ut Targheeb wat Tarheeb (no 3041).


� And al Albaanee rahimahullaah declared to be saheeh li ghayrihi in Saheeh ut Targheeb wat Tarheeb (no 3042).


� Meaning the person who claims knowledge of the ghayb by drawing lines (the person who practises geomancy). 


� Reported by ‘Abdur Razzaaq (11/26), al Bayhaqee (8/139) and others. Declared saheeh by Saalih al ‘Usaymee in his checking of the book (p99). 
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