Chapter 19

The proofs showing that the cause of the kufr of Banoo Aadam and their leaving their religion was ghuloo (going beyond the due limits) with regards to the righteous beings
Chap 19 Box 1/5
And the statement of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic:

O People of the Book, do not make ghuloo in your religion!

1) What is the relevance of this chapter to the book ‘Kitaab ut Tawheed?

After previously explaining the shirk which some of the grave worshippers fell into with regards to the dead people – the shirk which opposes tawheed – the author wished to explain in this chapter what the basis of this shirk was; and it was ghuloo with regards to the righteous beings.
This was done so that the shirk might be warned against and avoided.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this aayah:

2) ghuloo – this is to overstep the due limit and to go to excess in ta’dheem (glorifying), whether that be done with speech or with creed and belief, and to transgress that which Allaah the Most High has commanded with.

3) righteous beings – referring to the Prophets, the Awliyaa and other than them.
4) People of the Book – they are the Jews and the Christians.
5) do not make ghuloo in your religion -  do not go beyond that which Allaah has set as a limit for you. So the Christians made ghuloo with regards to the Maseeh (Messiah) and the Jews made ghuloo with regard to ‘Uzayr.
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:

6) How did the People of the Book make ghuloo in their religion?

These people went beyond the limit which Allaah had set for them by their elevating a created being
 to a level above that which Allaah had set for him, and in fact elevating him to a level which none but Allaah deserved.
With regards to the relevance of this aayah to the chapter:

7) Under what circumstances does Allaah allow ghuloo?

In this aayah, Allaah prohibited ghuloo in an unrestricted manner – i.e. there is no ghuloo which is permitted. So this includes ghuloo with regards to the righteous beings. 

Although addressed to the People of the Book, this aayah is general, encompassing the entire ummah warning them against acting towards their righteous ones in the way that the Christians did towards ‘Eesaa and the Jews did towards ‘Uzayr. 
With regards to benefits of this aayah, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This aayah shows:
8) The prohibition of ghuloo with regards to personalities and actions and other than that.
9) A refutation of the Jews and Christians and whoever resembles them in their ghuloo with regards to personalities and actions and other than that.
10) An encouragement to stick to being justly balanced in the religion and all the affairs, between the two extremes of ifraat (going to excess) and tafreet (being negligent).

11) A warning against shirk and its causes and the means leading to it.

Chapter 19 Box 2/5

In the saheeh, from ibn ‘Abbaas radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa with regards to His, the Most High, statement:

And they said: Do not leave your aalihah (objects of worship) and do not leave Wadd nor Suwaa’ nor Yaghooth nor Ya’ooq nor Nasr.

He radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa said:

‘These were the names of some righteous men from the people of Nooh. So when they died, Shaytaan inspired their people to construct ansaab (idols) at the places whether they used to sit, and to call them by their names. So they did this, and these idols were not worshipped – until these people (themselves) died and the knowledge was forgotten, so (then) they were worshipped.

Ibn ul Qayyim stated:

More than one of the salaf stated:

When they died, they would devote themselves to their graves, then they made images in their likenesses, then a long period of time passed. So then they worshipped them.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this narration:

1) ibn ul Qayyim – he is the Imaam the ‘Allaamah Muhammad ibn Abee Bakr ibn Ayyoob az Zura’ee ad Dimashqee, the student of Shaykh ul Islaam ‘ibn Taymiyyah, who died in the year 751AH – rahimahullaah. And he has written (many) well known beneficial works.
2) do not leave your aalihah – do not leave off your worship of them.
3) do not leave Wadd nor Suwaa’ nor Yaghooth nor Ya’ooq nor Nasr  - i.e. do not leave off these idols in particular.
4) so when they died – i.e. they died and their people were extremely grieved about this.
5) ansaab (idols) – i.e. idols carved in their images.
6) so (then) they were worshipped – i.e. these idols were worshipped when Shaytaan said to the people: Your forefathers used to worship them!
With regards to the general meaning of this narration:

7) From what did the Prophet Nooh ‘alaiyhissalaam prohibit his people?

He ‘alaiyhissalaam prohibited his people from committing shirk with Allaah, whilst the people of Nooh advised each other to continue upon worshipping these false idols mentioned in this aayah.

8) What extra information does ibn ul Qayyim add to the narration of al Bukhaaree? What is the significance of this extra information?

Imaam ibn ul Qayyim mentions that which Imaam al Bukhaaree mentions except that ibn al Qayyim adds that the people devoted themselves to the graves of these people for a period of time before they made images of them.

This links to what has been mentioned previously – that devoting oneself to the graves is a cause for worshipping them as well.
9) What is the relevance of this narration to this chapter?

This narration proves that ghuloo with regards to the righteous beings is a cause for worshipping them besides Allaah.

With regards to benefits of this narration, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This narration shows:
10) That ghuloo with regards to the righteous people is a basis for worshipping them besides Allaah, and completely leaving the religion.

11) A warning against making images and hanging these images, especially images of prominent people.

12) A warning against the plot of Shaytaan and his presenting falsehood in the guise of truth.

13) A warning against innovations and newly invented affairs, even if the intention of the person who does them is good.

14) That these are means that lead to shirk so it is obligatory to be on one’s guard against them.

15) Awareness of the value of the presence of knowledge and the harm caused by its loss.
16) That the underlying reason for knowledge being lacking is: the death of the scholars.

17)  A warning against taqleed (blind following) and that it leads its people into shooting out from Islaam.
Chapter 19 Box 3/5

And from ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Do not overpraise me as the Christians overpraised the son of Maryam; indeed I am only a slave; so say: The servant of Allaah and His messenger.

Both of them reported it.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this hadeeth:

1) ‘Umar radi Allaahu ‘anhu – he was ‘Umar ibn al Khattaab ibn Nufayl al Qurashee al ‘Adawee, the emir ul mu’mineen (leader of the believers), and the most virtuous of the Companions after (Aboo Bakr) as Siddeeq. He was martyred in the month of Dhul Hijjah in the year 23AH.
2) do not overpraise me – al itraa (overpraising) means: to overstep the due limit in praising, and to lie in doing so.
3) as the Christians overpraised the son of Maryam – i.e. as the Christians went beyond the due limit with regards to ‘Eesaa ‘alaiyhissalaam, to the extent that they claimed uloohiyyah (the right to be worshipped) for him.
4) so say: The servant of Allaah and His messenger – i.e. describe me in this way just as my Lord has described me with that.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

5) Which aspect of tawheed did the Christians claim for ‘Eesaa ibn Maryam?

These people claimed uloohiyyah (the right to be worshipped) for ‘Eesaa.

With regards to  the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of Kitaab ut Tawheed:

6) What did the ghuloo that the Christians fell into lead them into?

This ghuloo led them into shirk with regard to ‘Eesaa, so the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam forbade them from doing this to him.
With regards to benefits of this hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This hadeeth shows:
7) The prohibition of going beyond the due limit in praising the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and taking him out of the sphere of being a servant (to Allaah)  - because that is shirk with Allaah.

8) How ardent the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was in sincerely advising his nation.

9) That ghuloo with regards to the righteous people is a reason for falling into shirk.

10) A warning against resembling the kuffaar (disbelievers).

Chapter 19 Box 4/5

The Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Beware of ghuloo, for it was only ghuloo that destroyed those before you.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this hadeeth:

1) Beware – this is a word of warning.
2) ghuloo  - this means ‘to overstep the due limit’.
3) those before you – those nations before you.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

4) About what did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam warn his nation?

He warned his nation against going above and beyond the limit set by the sharee’ah in matters of the religion.

5) Did this warning only refer to matters of worship?

No, this prohibition is general to all types of ghuloo, be they in matters of creed and belief or matters of worship.

6) What is the necessary consequence of the second half of the sentence stated here by the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam?

‘For it was only ghuloo which destroyed those before you’.

This necessitates that the Muslims avoid the path of those before them, seeking to remain far from falling into that which destroyed the previous nations.
It is feared that the person who possesses some aspects of the religion of the previous nations may be destroyed as they were destroyed.

With regards to  the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of Kitaab ut Tawheed:

7) Which kinds of ghuloo are not prohibited?

This hadeeth contains an absolute unrestricted prohibition of all forms of ghuloo since it is a cause for destruction in both this worldly life and the hereafter.

The prohibition would cover ghuloo with regards to the righteous beings with all the more reason, since this is a cause of shirk. 
With regards to benefits of this hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This hadeeth shows:
8) A prohibition of ghuloo and an explanation of the evil of its end destination.

9) Taking a lesson from those who came before us in order to avoid those errors which they fell into.

10) His sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam eagerness for his nation to be saved from shirk and the means leading to it and to remaining distanced from it.

11) An encouragement to be justly balanced in matters of worship (and other than these) between the two extremes of ifraat (exaggerating) and tafreet (falling short).

12) That ghuloo with regards to the righteous beings is a cause of falling into shirk.

13) The severity of his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam fear of shirk and warning about it.
Chapter 19 Box 5/5

And Muslim relates from ibn Mas’ood that the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

The mutanatti’oon (those who go to extremes in matters) are destroyed!

He said this three times.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this hadeeth:

1) mutanatti’oon – those who go too far in a matter, whether it be in speech or worship or other than that.

With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

2) What did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam tell us about in this hadeeth?

He explained that going too far in matters and making ghuloo in these matters is a cause of destruction. So his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam intention behind telling us this was to forbid us from doing this.

3) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of Kitaab ut Tawheed?

This prohibition of going to extremes includes going to extremes in glorifying the righteous beings to the extent that it leads to shirk.

With regards to benefits of this hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This hadeeth shows:
4) An encouragement to avoid going to extremes in every single matter, especially in actions of worship and thinking highly of the righteous.

5) An encouragement to be justly balanced in every matter.

6) How eager the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was for the salvation of his ummah (nation), and his great efforts in ensuring (this message) was conveyed.
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