Chapter

The Explanation of at Tawheed and the shahaadah of laa ilaaha ill Allaah 
And His - the Most High – statement:

Those (righteous beings) whom they call upon desire for themselves a waseelah to their Lord, as to which of them should be the closest – and they hope for His Mercy and fear His punishment.

Indeed the Punishment of your Lord is something that one should beware of!

With regards to the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed:

1) What is the need to explain the meaning of tawheed?

Some people have made an error in the issue of tawheed, thinking that its meaning is to affirm tawheed ur ruboobeeyyah only.

2) What is the correct meaning of at tawheed?

It is ifraad ullaahi bil ‘ibaadah wal khuloos min ash shirk – to single out Allaah in all aspects of worship and to free oneself from shirk.

3) Why is the ‘shahaadah of laa ilaaha ill Allaah’ linked to ‘tawheed’ in the title of this chapter?

This demonstrates that both of these terms have the same meaning, there being no difference between them.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

4) they call upon – this refers to the disbelievers who call upon beings other Allaah (such as the Angels, the Prophets and the Righteous People)

5) (they) desire – this refers to those righteous beings that are called upon

6) waseelah – that matter by which a person comes close to Allaah

With regards to the general meaning of this narration:

7) What is the significance of the fact that those beings whom these disbelievers call upon are beings who themselves seeking nearness to Allaah?

How can these beings be called upon besides Allaah, whilst they themselves are occupying themselves in calling upon Allaah and seeking nearness to Him by worshipping Him?

8) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?
This aayah shows that from the meaning of tawheed and laa ilaaha ill Allaah is: 

staying away from that which the mushrikoon were upon in terms of calling upon the Righteous Beings and seeking their intercession with Allaah for the removal of a harm, because this constitutes shirk akbar (the greater shirk).
With regards to benefits of the narration, fill in the missing words:

This narration:

9) contains a refutation of those people who call upon the awliyaa and the righteous people, asking them to remove a harm or to bring about a benefit - because these beings who are called upon do not possess the ability to bring about benefit or harm to themselves – so how can they do so for other than themselves?

10) explains the great khawf (fear and reverence) that the Prophets and the Righteous Ones had of Allaah and the hope they had for His rahmah (mercy).

And His statement:

And when Ibraaheem said to his father and to his people:

Indeed I am free of that which you worship – except the One who created Me, for indeed He will guide me.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

1) free of that which you worship – free of all your false objects of worship

2) except the One who created me – meaning Allaah, for He alone is My Object of Worship.

With regards to the general meaning of this narration:

3) Ibraaheem alaiyhissalaam freed himself from the worship of everything which his father and his people worshipped, with one notable exception – what was that exception?

Ibraaheem freed himself from everything which they worshipped except for the One who created him, and that was Allaah – so he worshipped Him alone with no partners in that.

With regards to the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed:
4) What is the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah as indicated by this aayah?

From the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah is: freeing and dissociating oneself from shirk and singling Allaah out in all aspects of worship.

5) What is a) the negation and b) the affirmation contained in this aayah?

The negation is contained in his alaiyhissalaam words: Indeed I am free (from what you worship).

The affirmation is contained in his alaiyhissalaam words: except the One who created Me.
With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

6) That the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah is: the tawheed of Allaah with ikhlaas (making all worship purely and sincerely for Allaah alone) of worship and baraa’ah (freeing oneself from) the worship of other than Him.

7) That it is Islaamically legislated to dissociate oneself from the enemies of Allaah even if they are from the closest people to you.
And His statement:

And they took their rabbis and their monks as arbaaba (lords) besides Allaah – and (they took) al Maseeh (‘Eesaa) ibn Maryam.

And they were not commanded except that they worship the One True object of worship – there is none truly worthy of worship except Him – free and far removed is He from that which they associate as a partner with Him.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

1) they took – referring to the Jews and the Christians
2) their rabbis – their scholars
3) their monks – those of them who engaged in a great deal of worship
4) arbaaba – lords – meaning people who legislated in the religion for them, making some things halaal (permissible) and making other things haraam (forbidden)
5) and (they took) al Maseeh (‘Eesaa) ibn Maryam – they took ‘Eesaa ‘alaiyhissalam as a lord through their worship of him.
With regards to the general meaning of this narration:

6) Whom did the Jews and Christians put on the same level as Allaah?

They put their rabbis and monks – people who were from their scholars and from those of them who engaged in much worship – on the level of a rabb.

7) How did they come to do that?

They did this by obeying their rabbis and monks in those matters where the rabbis and monks had deemed to be permissible something which Allaah had made forbidden, and vice versa i.e. deeming something to be forbidden which Allaah had made permissible.

8) Did their revealed books tell them to do that?

No, and the Jews and Christians in fact discarded and threw away the Book of Allaah which had commanded them to obey Him alone and worship Him alone.

9) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?
This aayah shows that from the meaning of tawheed and the testimony that laa ilaaha ill Allaah is: 

to single Allaah out in obedience in tahleel (deeming something to permissible) which Allaah has made permissible and in tahreem (deeming something to be forbidden) which Allaah has made forbidden.

And whoever takes anyone other than Allaah making permissible that which that person has made permissible and making forbidden that which that person has made forbidden, then he has committed shirk.

With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

10) That included in the meaning of tawheed and the testimony that laa ilaaha ill Allaah is obeying Allaah in tahleel (declaring something to be permissible) and tahreem (declaring something to be forbidden).

11) That whoever obeys someone from the creation in tahleel of something haraam and tahreem of something halaal has taken that someone as a partner with Allaah.

12) A refutation of the Christians with regards to their aqeedah about the Maseeh ‘alaiyhissalaam and a clarification that he is in fact the servant of Allaah.

And His – the Most High – statement:

And from the people are those who take andaad besides Allaah; they love them as they love Allaah.

But those who have eemaan are stronger in their love for Allaah.

And if only those who had committed dhulm (oppression i.e. shirk) could see when they will see the punishment, that all the power belongs to Allaah – and that Allaah is the most Severe in Punishment.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) andaad – rivals, which they take as equals to Allaah deeming them to resemble Him.

2) they love – what is the meaning of al mahabbah (love)? - to desire that which you see or to consider it to be something good or to have fervent desire for it
3) as they love Allaah – these mushriks put their andaad on the same level as Allaah in terms of loving them. 

And the love referred to here is that love which is an act of worship, which necessitates humbling oneself to the one who is loved and submitting to him.
4) all the power belongs to Allaah – that all the power and the victory is for Him alone
With regards to the general meaning of this narration:

5) Why is the love of people of eemaan for Allaah greater than the love of the mushriks for their andaad?

The love of the mu’minoon (people of eemaan) for Allaah is purely for Him for alone.

In contrast, the love of the mushriks for Allaah is shared between Allaah and their false deities.

6) What would these mushriks do if they could see what Allaah has threatened them with on the Day of Judgement?

They would surely give up and renounce everything from misguidance that they were upon.

7) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?
This aayah shows that whoever takes a rival along with Allaah, loving him or it as they love Allaah, has committed shirk. 
With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

8) That included in the meaning of tawheed and the testimony that laa ilaaha ill Allaah is to single Allaah out in mahabbah (love), that love which necessitates dhull  (humbling oneself) and khudoo’ (submission).
9) That the mushriks love Allaah with a great love but this does not enter them into Islaam because they associated others with Him in this love.

10) That shirk is dhulm (oppression).
And in the saheeh from the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam that he said:

Whoever says laa ilaaha ill Allaah and disbelieves in whatever is worshipped other than Allaah – his wealth and his blood are made inviolable and his reckoning is with Allaah the Mighty and Majestic.

And the explanation of this tarjamah is whatever occurs in the chapters that come after it.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) his wealth and his blood are made inviolable – it is forbidden to take his wealth or kill him, due to that statement of laa ilaaha ill Allaah which has become apparent from him.

2) his reckoning is with Allaah – it is Allaah, the Most High, who will take charge of the reckoning of the person who states laa ilaaha ill Allaah, recompensing him on the basis of the person’s intention and his creed and belief.
3) tarjamah – the tarjamah (the introduction or foreword) of a book or a chapter means the opening section. 

And what is meant by the word tarjamah here is the statement of the imaam at the beginning of this chapter - The Explanation of at Tawheed and the shahaadah of laa ilaaha ill Allaah - for the explanation of this topic is what will be covered in all the following chapters.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
4) What are the two matters which must both be present for the person’s life and wealth to be inviolable?

a) His saying laa ilaaha ill Allaah.

b) His disbelieving in everything which is worshipped besides Allaah.
5) How do we judge the person’s sincerity when he says laa ilaaha ill Allaah?

We judge a person based on what is outwardly apparent from him.

So if he fulfils the two criteria mentioned in the previous answer, then we refrain from him – and as for what is truly in his heart, then we refer and relegate that back to Allaah. 

If he were sincere in his saying then shahaadah, then he will be rewarded with gardens of bliss in the hereafter, and if he were hypocritical in saying it, then his will be a painful punishment.

6) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

This hadeeth is from the greatest proofs that explain the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah to be: disbelieving in everything which is worshipped other than Allaah 
With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This aayah shows:

7) That (included in) the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah is: rejecting everything which is worshipped besides Allaah, from the idols, the graves and other than these.

8) That merely stating laa ilaaha ill Allaah without rejecting everything which is worshipped besides Allaah does not render the person’s blood and wealth inviolable, even if that person understands the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah and acts according to it.

9) The obligation to refrain from the kaafir if he enters into Islaam even if this happens in state of war, until something appears from him which opposes this.

10) That a person may say laa ilaaha ill Allaah whilst not rejecting everything which is worshipped besides Allaah.

11) That the ruling passed upon a person in this life is based upon what is apparent, and as for the hereafter, then the ruling is based upon the intentions and the goals.
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