Chapter 4
The khawf (fear) of shirk
Chap 4 Box 1/4
And His Statement, the Mighty and Majestic:

Indeed Allaah does not forgive that partners be associated with Him, but He forgives less than that to whomsoever He wishes.

And al Khaleel ‘alaiyhissalaam said:

And keep me and my offspring far away from worshipping the idols.

1) What is the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed?

Since the author has mentioned tawheed, its virtue and its implementation, it is befitting that he mention the fear of the opposite of tawheed – referring to shirk.

This is so that the believer may be warned against it and fear it occurring to him.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

2) khawf (fear) – this is the anticipation of something bad happening, and it is the opposite of amn (feeling safe and secure).
3) shirk – to direct some form of worship to other than Allaah.
4) does not forgive that partners be associated with Him – Allaah does not forgive the servant who meets Him whilst worshipping other than Him.

5) He forgives less than that  - i.e. He forgives those sins – including the major sins – which are lesser than shirk, providing that they are not kufr akbar (the kufr that takes a person out of the religion).

6) al khaleel – meaning the especially beloved friend, the one who reached the highest level of love, and what in intended by this word is Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam.

7) idols – a sanam (idol) is that which is carved into the image of a person or the image of any animal.

With regards to the general meaning of the first aayah:
8) Why does Allaah tell us that He will not forgive the servant who meets Him whilst committing shirk with Him?

He does this so as to warn us from committing shirk with Him.

9) Why does Allaah tell us that He forgives lesser than this to whomsoever He wishes?

He does this so that we do not despair of His Mercy.

With regards to the general meaning of the second aayah:
10) Whom was Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam addressing when he made this statement?

It was a du’aa (supplication) to Allaah, asking Him to keep him and his offspring far away from the worship of idols.

11) What is the relevance of the first aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

The first aayah shows that shirk is the greatest of the sins, because the person who dies upon it will not be forgiven. The tremendous nature of this sin necessitates that the servant has the utmost fear of it.

12) What is the relevance of the second aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam feared shirk for himself and made du’aa to Allaah to protect him from it, so what about someone other than him ‘alaiyhissalaam?

With regards to benefits of these two aayaat, fill in the missing words:

These two aayaat show:

13) That shirk is the greatest of the sins, because Allaah has mentioned that He will not forgive the one who does not repent from it.
14) That the person who falls into a sin other than shirk and does not repent from it, then such a person falls under the mashiyyah (wish and will) of Allaah  - if He wishes, He will forgive him without the person having repented, and if He wishes He will punish him.

And this contains a proof to show the serious nature of shirk.

15) The fear of shirk, for indeed Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam  - and He was the imaam of the hunafaa
 and the one who smashed the idols with his own hand – feared shirk for himself, so how about those lesser than him?

16) That it is Islaamically legislated to make du’aa to repel an affliction/trial, and that a person cannot  be independent of his Lord.

17) That it is Islaamically legislated for a person to make du’aa for himself and his offspring.

18) A refutation of those ignorant people who say: shirk does not occur in this nation
 so they felt safe and secure from it – and therefore they fell into it.

Chap 4 Box 2/4
And in the hadeeth:

The thing which I fear most for you is shirk asghar.
So he was asked about it and he said:

It is riyaa.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

1) riyaa ​ - manifesting acts of worship with the intention of the people seeing these acts so that they praise the person for doing them.

With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
2) What is the ruling upon a person doing an act of worship for show?

It is shirk asghar (the lesser shirk).

3) What is the consequence of a person doing an act of worship for show?

It renders that act of worship null and void.

4) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

This hadeeth mentions the fear of shirk asghar just as the preceding two aayaat mentioned shirk akbar (the greater shirk) – so this chapter of the book contains both types of shirk.

With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

5) How great is the fear of falling into shirk asghar and that is from two angles:

a) that the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam instilled great fear of falling into it

b) that he instilled great fear into people who were righteous and complete in their Islaam (meaning the Companions) – so it goes without saying, how about those who are lesser than them?

6) How great was the care and consideration he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam had for his nation and his eagerness for their guidance and his sincere advice to them.

7) That shirk can be divided into akbar (greater) and asghar (lesser)  - 

a) akbar – where the person equates something other than Allaah with Allaah in those characteristics which are specific to Allaah.

b) asghar – referring to those matters which are described in the Book and the Sunnah as being shirk but which do not reach the level of shirk akbar.

8) That the difference between shirk akbar and shirk asghar is:

a) that akbar nullifies all good deeds, whereas asghar nullifies only the good deed to which it is attached

b) that akbar condemns the person who does it to eternity in the Fire, whereas asghar does not necessitate eternity in the Fire

c) that akbar takes the person who does it out of the fold of Islaam, whereas asghar does not do so.

� Soorah an Nisaa (4) aayah 48 and also 116


� Soorah Ibraaheem (14) aayah 35


� Those who draw close to Allaah, turning away from everything besides Him.


� Meaning the Muslim nation.


� Reported by Ahmad in his musnad (5/428 and 429) and others.





