Chapter 2

The virtue of Tawheed and what it removes from sins

Chap 2 Box 1/5
And His Statement, the Most High:

Those who believe and who do not mix their eemaan with dhulm  - for these people is security and these are the rightly guided ones.

With regards to the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed:

1) What is the connection of this chapter to the first chapter of this book?

In the first chapter, the imaam rahimahullaah mentioned the obligation to be upon tawheed.

In this chapter, he mentioned the excellence of tawheed, its praiseworthy effects and its beautiful end results – one of which is the wiping away of sins.

2) What benefit should the person take from reading this chapter?

When reading of these magnificent effects and consequences of tawheed, he should have encouragement and enthusiasm to be upon tawheed.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

3) yukaffiru (removes) – the noun from this verb, at takfeer, has the linguistic meaning of covering up and concealing. In the sharee’ah context, it means the wiping away of the sin until it reaches the point of being completely gone. 

sins – a sin is that whose final outcome if foul and repulsive.

4) aamanoo (believe)  – to have eemaan means that they testify with their hearts, and state it upon their tongues, and act with their limbs – and at the head of this is tawheed.

5) dhulm – literally means oppression, and here it refers to shirk. Dhulm means ‘to place something in other than its due place’.

And shirk is called dhulm in this aayah because it is to put worship in other than its correct place and to channel it to other than the One who truly deserves it.

With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:

6) What benefit in this dunyaa will be gained by those who purify their tawheed from shirk?

They will be guided to travelling upon the Straight Path in this world.

7) What benefit in the hereafter will be gained by those who purify their tawheed from shirk?
They will be safe and secure from the horrors and calamities on the Day of Judgement.

8) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of Kitaab ut Tawheed?
This aayah shows the excellence of tawheed and its wiping away of the sins.

With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

9) The excellence of tawheed and its fruits in this world and the hereafter.

10) That shirk is dhulm (oppression), which nullifies eemaan in Allaah if it is shirk akbar (greater shirk) and which decreases eemaan if it is shirk asghar (lesser shirk).

11) That shirk is not forgiven.

11) That shirk is a cause of fear in this world and the hereafter as well.
Chap 2 Box 2/5
And ‘Ubaadah ibn as Saamit stated:

The Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

Whoever bears witness that there is none truly worthy of worship except Allaah alone, having no partner, 

and that Muhammad is His slave and His messenger

and that ‘Eesaa is the slave of Allaah and His messenger, His Word which He conveyed to Maryam, and a spirit from Him

and that the Paradise is True

and that the Fire is True

Allaah will enter him into Paradise upon what he has from actions.
Both of them reported it.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

1) ‘Ubaadah ibn as Saamit – he is ‘Ubaadah ibn as Saamit ibn Qays al Ansaaree al Khazrajee, one of the chiefs who gave the pledge of ‘Aqabah who died in the year 34 AH at the age of 72.

2) bears witness that – meaning that the person states this phrase, whilst understanding its meaning and acting according to what this phrase necessitates, both externally (i.e. with the limbs) and internally (i.e. with the heart).

3) (Muhammad) is His slave – one who is owned by Allaah and who worships Allaah.

4) (Muhammad is)…His messenger – one whom was sent by Him with His Sharee’ah.

5) (‘Eesaa) is the slave of Allaah and His messenger – in contrast to what the Christians hold as their ‘aqeedah; they believe that ‘Eesaa is Allaah or the son of Allaah or one third of a trinity.

6) and His Word – meaning that Allaah created him with a word, and that was His Statement “Be!”

7) He conveyed (the Word) to Maryam – Allaah sent Jibreel with this Word to Maryam and he blew the created spirit into her by the permission of Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.

8) from Him – meaning  - from Allaah in the sense that Allaah created ‘Eesaa and brought him about , just as occurs in the aayah:

And He subjugated for you all that is in the Heavens and the Earth – all of this from Him.

9) upon what he has from actions – this can carry two meanings:

a) Allaah will enter the person into Paradise even if the person falls short and has some sins with him, because the person of Tawheed must enter Paradise (eventually)

b) Allaah will enter the person into Paradise, and the person’s level in Paradise will be according to that person’s actions.

With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

10) What are the conditions that this hadeeth mentions which were a person to fulfil them, he would eventually enter Paradise?

He or she must:

a) state the shahaadatain (i.e. laa ilaaha ill Allaah Muhammadu rasool ullaah)

b) understand the meaning of the shahaadatain

c) act according to what the shahaadatain necessitate both inwardly and outwardly

d) stay away from ifraat (exaggerating) and tafreet (falling short) with regards to the right of the two noble messengers
  – affirming Messengership for them both, as well as the fact that they were Slaves of Allaah who had nothing from the characteristics of Ruboobeyyah (Lordship)

e) believe with certainty in Paradise

f) believe with certainty in the Hellfire

With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

11) The excellence of tawheed and that through it, Allaah wipes away the sins.

12) That it is obligatory to stay away from ifraat (exaggerating) and tafreet (falling short) with regards to the rights of the prophets and the righteous beings, so we do not deny their virtue nor do we exaggerate their status such that we give them a share of our worship – which is what some of the ignorant ones and the misguided people do.

13) That the creed and belief of tawheed opposes all of the religions of kufr from the Jews, Christians, idol worshippers and atheists.

14) That the people of tawheed who fall into sin will not remain forever in the Hellfire.
Chap 2 Box 3/5
And from both of them in the hadeeth of ‘Utbaan:

Indeed Allaah has forbidden for the Fire the person who says “La ilaaha ill Allaah” seeking the Face of Allaah by doing so.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

1) ‘Utbaan – he is ‘Utbaan ibn Maalik ibn ‘Amr al ‘Ajlaan al Ansaaree, from Banee Saalim ibn ‘Awf, who died during the caliphate of Mu’aawiyyah.

2) forbidden for the Fire – forbidden the Fire from touching him.
3) seeking the Face of Allaah by doing so – sincerely from his heart and he dies upon that and he does not diminish with hypocrisy.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

4) What are the conditions to be fulfilled in order for the person to avoid being touched by the Fire?

He must:

a) state the kalimah laa ilaaha ill Allaah

b) have sincerity in saying it

c) reject shirk

d) act upon this kalimah both inwardly and outwardly 

5) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of Kitaab ut Tawheed?
This hadeeth contains a clear indication of the excellence of Tawheed and that safety from the Fire and wiping away of the sins are obligatory for the person who dies upon Tawheed.

With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

6) The excellence of Tawheed - that it saves a person from the Fire and wipes away the sins.

7) That in order for a person to have eemaan, it is not sufficient to merely state upon the tongue without having true belief in the heart (as was the case with the hypocrites).

8) That in order for a person to have eemaan, it is not sufficient to have belief without stating it upon the tongue (as was the case with the jaahidoon – those who stubbornly rejected the truth when it came to them).

9) That the Fire is forbidden for those who have tawheed which is kaamil (complete).

10) That an action will not bring about benefit unless it is done sincerely seeking the Face of Allaah and in accordance with the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.

11) That whoever says laa ilaaha ill Allaah whilst also calling on other than Allaah will not be benefited by his saying the shahaadah – as is the case with the graveworshippers of these times, who say laa ilaaha ill Allaah whilst also calling upon the dead people and seeking to draw close to them.

12) An affirmation of a Face for Allaah the Most High in a manner which befits his Majesty and His Exaltedness.
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