Chapter 18

Chap 18 Box 1/2

The statement of Allaah the Most High:

Indeed you do not guide whom you love…

The remainder of the aayah is:

But Allaah guides whomsoever He wills. And He knows best who deserves to be rightly guided.
With regards to the relevance of this chapter to the book ‘Kitaab ut Tawheed:

1) Whom does this chapter refute?

This chapter contains a refutation of the grave worshippers who hold as their ‘aqeedah (creed and belief) that the prophets and the righteous beings have the ability to bring benefit and harm.
2) What abilities do these misguided people attach to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and how does this chapter refute their false ideas?

The Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was eager for his paternal uncle to receive hidaayah (guidance) during his uncle’s lifetime, yet this was not made possible for him. 

And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam made supplication for his uncle after his uncle had died, but he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was then forbidden from doing that.

And Allaah subhaanahu mentioned that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was not able to guide the one whom he loved to be guided.

So this proves that the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not possess the ability to bring harm or benefit  - and therefore taking him as an object of devotion in order to bring about benefit or repel harm was shown to be something false and futile.

And how much more so for anyone other than the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam!
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this aayah:

3) Indeed you – this was addressed to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam.
4) you do not guide – referring to the guidance of tawfeeq (success) to enter into Islaam. But as for the guidance of da’wah (calling the people) and bayaan (explaining matters to the people) then this was something which the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was able to do.

This is shown by the aayah:

And indeed you guide to the Straight Path.

5) whom you love – meaning he for whom you love guidance.
6) but Allaah guides whomsoever He wills – by giving the tawfeeq of entering into Islaam.
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:

7) Which people did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam have the power to guide to Islaam?

No one.

Allaah informed His Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam that he did not have the ability to grant the tawfeeq of entering into Islaam to whomsoever he loved.

Rather this was only in the Hand of Allaah, the One who gives the tawfeeq to whomsoever He wishes, and the One who is most knowledgeable as to who is deserving of this tawfeeq and who is not deserving of that.

With regards to the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of Kitaab ut Tawheed:

8) What does this aayah tell us about the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam?

This aayah contains a clear proof that the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was not able to bring benefit or harm, nor granting or withholding – and that the entire affair was in the Hand of Allaah.

So the aayah contains a refutation of those who call upon the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam to bring relief from distress and to fulfil their needs.

With regards to benefits of this aayah, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This aayah shows:
9) A refutation of those people who hold as their creed and belief that the awliyaa can bring benefit or harm and can act independently after death performing miraculous events.

10) That the blessing of guidance lies in the Hand of Allaah, the One free of all imperfections.

11) An affirmation of the ‘ilm (knowledge) of Allaah, the One free of all imperfections.

12) An affirmation of the hikmah (wisdom) of Allaah, the One free of all imperfections.

13) The false and futile nature of devoting oneself to other than Allaah.

Chap 18 Box 2/2
And in the Saheeh from ibn al Musayyib, from his father who said: 

When death was approaching Aboo Taalib, the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam came to him. And with him were ‘’Abdullaah ibn Abee Umayyah and Aboo Jahl.

So he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said to him:

‘O my paternal uncle, say laa ilaaha ill Allaah, a phrase by which I can testify for you in front of Allaah.’
So the two (others) said to him:

‘Will you turn away from the religion of ‘Abdul Muttalib?’

So the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam repeated it, and the (other) two repeated it.

And the last thing he said (before death) was he
 was upon the religion of ‘Abdul Muttalib.

And he refused to say laa ilaaha ill Allaah.

So the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

I will ask forgiveness for you as long as I am not forbidden to do so.

So Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, revealed the aayah:

It is not for the Prophet and those who believe that they seek forgiveness for the mushrikoon, even if they be their close relatives.

And Allaah revealed with regards to Aboo Taalib: 

Indeed you do not guide whom you love. But Allaah guides whomsoever He wills. And He knows best who deserves to be rightly guided.
 

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of the following words used in this hadeeth:

1) ibn al Musayyib – he was Sa’eed ibn al Musayyib, one of the scholars and the major jurists from the taabi’oon who died in 94AH at the age of 79.
2) in the Saheeh – i.e. Saheeh al Bukhaaree.
3) from his father – referring to al Musayyib, the Companion who died in the caliphate of ‘Uthmaan.
4) when death was approaching Aboo Taalib – when the symptoms of death and its early signs were present.
5) will you turn away? – will you leave?
6) the religion of ‘Abdul Muttalib – this was shirk and the worship of idols.
7) so the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam repeated it – he repeated his sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam statement: ‘O my paternal uncle, say laa ilaaha ill Allaah’
8) the (other) two repeated it – i.e. Aboo Jahl and ‘Abdullaah both repeated their statement which was: ‘Will you turn away from the religion of ‘Abdul Muttalib?’
9) it is not for the Prophet – i.e. it is not befitting, and it is information which has the meaning of a prohibition.

With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:

10) Did Aboo Taalib used to help the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam?

Yes, he protected the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam from the harms of his own people, and offered him protection in a way which no one else did.

11) Why did the mushriks not want Aboo Taalib to say laa ilaaha ill Allaah?

These mushriks knew all too well that this statement laa ilaaha ill Allaah would negate their shirk and would render all the worship purely and sincerely for Allaah.

12) Who can give hidaayah (guidance) to a person?
It is only Allaah who can give hidaayah  to a person.

13) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of Kitaab ut Tawheed?

This shows that the Messenger sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam did not possess the ability to bring benefit to someone who was one of the closest relatives to him. 

This shows the utter futility of devoting oneself to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam hoping to obtains benefit or repel harm by doing so.

So how much more this is true for anyone other than the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam!

With regards to benefits of this hadeeth, fill in the missing words or phrases:

This hadeeth shows:
14) The permissibility of visiting the mushrik who is ill, if it is hoped that he may accept Islaam.

15) The harmful effects upon a person of having wicked companions and evil associates.

16) That the meaning of laa ilaaha ill Allaah is: abandoning worship of idols and the awliyaa and the righteous beings, and is (instead) to single Allaah out in worship. And this hadeeth also shows that the mushrikoon knew its meaning.

17) That the person who states laa ilaaha ill Allaah upon knowledge and certainty and holding onto it as his creed and belief enters Islaam.

18) That deeds will be in accordance with their conclusions.

19) That it is forbidden to seek forgiveness (from Allaah) for the mushrikoon and to take them as friends, and to have love for them.

20) The false and futile nature of devoting oneself to the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and other than him, hoping to gain benefit or repel harm by doing so. 

21) A refutation of those people who claim that Aboo Taalib was a Muslim.

22) The harmful effects of blindly following forefathers and elders, such that their speech is taken as a proof which is referred back to at times of disagreement.

� Soorah al Qasas (28) aayah 56





� Soorah ash Shooraa (42) aayah 52. 


And Qataadah rahimahullah said in explanation of this aayah (42:52) : 


Allaah the Blessed and Most High said:


And for every nation there is a haad (one who guides).


Soorah ar Ra’d (13) aayah 7


A caller who calls them to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic.


(Tafseer at Tabaree)


� Referring to himself.


� Soorah at Tawbah (9) aayah 113


� Soorah al Qasas (28) aayah 56


� Reported by Al Bukhaaree (1360) and Muslim.


� Meaning that it is not allowed to seek forgiveness for the mushrikoon.





