Chapter 35

From eemaan in Allaah is sabr (patience) with the predecree of Allaah
Chapter 35 Box 1/5

And His Statement, He the Most High:

And whoever has eemaan in Allaah, He will guide his heart.

‘Alqamah said:

He is a man who is afflicted by a calamity so he knows that it is from Allaah, so he is pleased and he submits.
1) What regards to the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed?

In this chapter, the author wishes to explain the obligation of having sabr (patience) with those things which Allaah has decreed and the prohibition of displaying anger at them – because that would negate the completeness of tawheed.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

2) ‘Alqamah – he was ‘Alqamah ibn Qays ibn ‘Abdillaah ibn ‘Alqamah; he was born during the lifetime of the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam and he was one of the major taabi’een (the 2nd generation of Muslims who studied under the Companions) and one of their scholars and their reliable narrators. He died after the year 60AH.
3) eemaan (in a linguistic sense) – it means tasdeeq (attesting to the truth)
4) eemaan (in the Sharee’ah usage) – it means: speech upon the tongue, belief in the heart and action upon the limbs. 
5) sabr (in a linguistic sense) – it means: to withhold.
6) sabr (in the Sharee’ah usage) – it means: withholding oneself from vexation and withholding one’s tongue from complaining and expressing anger and withholding the limbs from striking the cheeks and from tearing the opening of the garments.
7) and whoever has eemaan in Allaah – so he believes that the calamity has come about by the predecree and preordainment of Allaah so he refers the affair back to Allaah by saying “To Allaah we belong and to Him we will return”.
8) He will guide his heart – Allaah will guide his heart to having patience upon it.
With regards to the general meaning of this aayah:

9) What reward does Allaah give to the person who is patient with the calamity that he is struck with, accepting it as something from Allaah’s preordainment?
Allaah will guide his heart and compensate him for that from the dunyaa which passed him by, guidance in his heart and true certainty. And it may be that Allaah will give him the like of that which was taken from him or better than that. 
10) What is the relevance of this aayah to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It contains an explanation of the excellence of sabr (patience) upon those painful matters which Allaah has decreed.
With regards to benefits of the aayah, fill in the missing words:

This aayah shows:

11) The virtue of sabr (patience) upon the distressing matters which Allaah has preordained, such as calamities (that befall a person).

12) That actions are from (that which is called) eemaan.

13) That having patience is a means for having one’s heart guided (by Allaah).

14) That hidaayah (being guided) is one of the rewards of the person who has patience.

Chapter 35 Box 2/5

And in the Saheeh of Muslim, from Aboo Hurayrah radi Allaahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

There are two (matters) present in the people which are from the actions of the disbelievers:

Abusing the lineage and wailing over the dead.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:

1) abusing the lineage – defaming someone’s lineage, finding fault and deficiency in it
2) wailing over the dead – raising the voice in recounting the good qualities of the person who has died, due to what that contains from displaying annoyance at the predecree of Allaah. 
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
3) Does every human being fall into the two actions mentioned in the hadeeth?

No, but there will continue to be some people who have these two characteristics of kufr and no one will be saved from these two except those people whom Allaah has granted protection to.
4) Does everyone who falls into them leave the religion of Islaam and become a kaafir ?

No, it is not the case that everyone who has with him one of the aspects of kufr is necessarily a kaafir who has left the religion of Islaam – unless the true reality of kufr emanates from him.
5) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

In it is a proof for the prohibition of wailing since wailing contains anger with Allaah’s predecree and shows a lack of sabr .
With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

6) The prohibition of wailing and that it is from the characteristics of kufr  and from the major sins.

7) The obligation to have patience because wailing has been made forbidden, proving that its opposite is obligatory i.e. having patience.

8) That there are some acts of kufr which do not take the person out of the religion of Islaam.

9) The prohibition of abusing and belittling the lineage of others.

Chapter 35 Box 3/5

And from both of them, from ibn Mas’ood radi Allaahu ‘anhu in a marfoo’ form:

He is not from us who slaps his cheeks, tears the collar of his clothing and calls with call of Jaahiliyyah. 

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) he is not from us – this is by way of a threat. 

2) tears the collar – this refers to the opening where the head enters the garment.
3) the call of Jaahiliyyah – this is lamenting over the deceased and calling for woe and destruction.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
4) What foul actions are contained in those things which the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam warns us against here?

These actions mentioned in the hadeeth contain:

a) having anger towards the Lord

b) not having the obligatory sabr 

c) harming oneself through striking the face

d) wasting wealth through tearing clothing

e) calling for woe and destruction

f) and claiming that Allaah, the Most High, has made oppression
5) What is the relevance of this narration to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It contains a proof  for the prohibition of displaying anger at the predecree of Allaah, through speech and action; and that that is from the major sins.

With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

6) The prohibition of having annoyance at the predecree of Allaah whether that be through speech or action and that this (annoyance) is from the kabaair (major sins).

7) The obligation of having patience when struck by an affliction.

8) The obligation of opposing (the acts of) Jaahiliyyah because opposing them is from the objectives of the all Wise Legislator.
Chapter 35 Box 4/5
And from Anas radi Allaahu ‘anhu that the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

The greater reward is with the greater trial. And if Allaah, the Most High, loves a people, He tests them. So whoever is pleased then for him is the pleasure and whoever is displeased then for him is the displeasure.
At Tirmidhee graded it as hasan. 

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) The greater reward is with the greater trial – the greater the calamity upon a person, the greater will be his reward for having patience upon it.
2) whoever is pleased – with that test and trial which Allaah has decreed and preordained will occur to him.
3) then for him is the pleasure – then for him is Pleasure as a fitting reward from Allaah.
4) whoever is displeased – sukhut means disliking something and not being pleased with it.
5) then for him is the displeasure – meaning a punishment for him from Allaah.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
6) How should the person deal with the trials and tests that Allaah places upon him in this worldly life?

He should have patience and hope for reward in the Hereafter.
7) What sign of Allaah’s love for a person is mentioned in this hadeeth?

The sign of Allaah’s love for His servant is that He tries him with affliction.
8) What approach to the trials and difficulties of life will enable the person to gain the pleasure and reward of Allaah?

The person should be satisfied and pleased with the predecree and preordainment of Allah upon him, hoping for reward from Him and having good thoughts about his Lord.
9) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It is that it contains an explanation of the sign of Allaah’s loving His servant and an explanation of His Wisdom behind those disagreeable things which He causes to occur to His servant.
With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

10) An explanation of the sign of Allaah’s Love for the person – and it is ibtilaa (trials and afflictions).

11) A description of Allaah as having Love and Pleasure and Displeasure in a manner that befits His Majesty.

12) An affirmation of Allaah’s hikmah (wise purpose) in His actions.

13) An encouragement upon having sabr (patience) upon afflictions.

14) That the person may hate something yet it is good for him.

Chapter 35 Box 5/5
And he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam said:

If Allaah intends good for His servant then He hastens his punishment in this worldly life and if Allaah intends evil for His servant, He delays (the punishment) for his sin until he comes with it on the Day of Resurrection. 

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) He hastens his punishment in this worldly life – meaning: Allaah sends trials and calamities upon him on account of the sins which have emanated from the person such that the person departs from this life, having no sins with him.
2) he comes with it – he comes on the Day of Resurrection with an abundance of sins; then he will receive the full share of punishment which he deserves.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
3) What sign of Allaah’s intending good for a person is mentioned in this hadeeth?

Allaah brings forward the punishment for the person’s sins in this world, such that he departs from it without having any sin upon him for which he would have to face the consequences on the Day of Resurrection. For whoever receives the reckoning for his actions in this world will have an easy reckoning in the Hereafter.
4) ) What sign of Allaah’s intending evil for a person is mentioned in this hadeeth?

It is that Allaah does not recompense the person for his sins in this worldly life – until he comes on the Day of Resurrection with many sins. So he is then recompensed with that which he deserves on the Day of Resurrection.
5) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It contains an encouragement to have patience with the calamities and to be satisfied and pleased with the predecree because this is something good for the person.
With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth:

6) Show that the sign of Allaah’s intending good for His servant is His hastening the punishment for his sins in this worldly life.

7) Shows that the sign of intending evil for the servant is that Allaah does not recompense him for his sin until he faces it on the Day of Resurrection.

8) Shows fear of being permanently in a good condition since this may be a sign (that Allaah intends) evil for him.

9) Draws attention to a person’s having good thoughts about Allaah and having hope in Him with regard to those disliked things which He has preordained for him.

10) Shows that a person may dislike something yet it is good for him, and he may love something yet it is evil for him.

11) Gives an encouragement upon having patience upon calamities.
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