Chapter 34

Chapter 34 Box 1/2
The statement of Allaah, the Most High:

Do they feel safe from the makr (plan) of Allaah? So none feels safe from the makr of Allaah except a people in loss (who are destroyed).

And His statement:

And who despairs of the Mercy of his Lord except the daalloon?

With regards to the relevance of this chapter to Kitaab ut Tawheed:

1) Which two actions does the author rahimahullaah highlight as being from the greatest of the sins?

He highlights a) feeling safe from the plan of Allaah and 2) despairing of the mercy of Allaah as being from the greatest of the sins.
2) What effect do both of these have on a person’s tawheed ?

They both negate the perfection of tawheed.
3) So what two characteristics should a believer try to combine in himself or herself?

The believers must combine fear of and hope in Allaah.
With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
4) the makr of Allaah – His istidraaj (gradually leading to destruction) the person who commits sins against Him by bestowing favours upon him when he disobeys Him, and His giving him respite until He seizes him.
5) despairs – despair is: to think it unlikely that there will be a relief from the grief and suffering (that a person is undergoing) and to give up hope of this occurring.
6) daalloon – those who have mistakenly left the correct path.
With regards to the general meaning of the first aayah:
7) Why did the people of the towns deny the Messengers?

It was feeling safe and secure from the istidraaj of Allaah and their not fearing Him.
8) What is the condition of those who are doomed to destruction?

They continue for a long time upon disobedience to Allaah, thinking it unlikely that they are undergoing istidraaj from Allaah.
With regards to the general meaning of the second aayah:
9) To which noble Prophet made this statement?

It was Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam.
10) What were the circumstances in which he said it?

He said it when the angels had given him glad tidings of a son, Is-haaq ‘alaiyhissalaam but Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam had thought this to be something very unlikely to occur due to his (Ibraaheem’s) old age.
10) What had the angels said to him before he said this statement?

They had said:

Do not be from those who despair!

11) Did he make his statement out of a sense of despair?

No, Ibraaheem ‘alaiyhissalaam responded to the angels that it was not despair that had made him question their good news of a son, but rather a sense of amazement.
With regards to benefits of these aayaat, fill in the missing words:

12) The first aayah contains a warning against feeling safe from the plan of Allaah and that it is from the greatest of sins.

13) The second aayah contains a warning again despairing of the Mercy of Allaah and that it is from the greatest of sins.

14) Both aayaat show that it is obligatory for the believer to combine khawf (fear) and rajaa (hope). So he should not allow the aspect of hope to predominate so that he feels safe from the Plan of Allaah – nor should he allow the aspect of fear to predominate so that he despairs of the Mercy of Allaah.

15) The aayaat show that fear and hope are types of worship (so) it is obligatory to make them purely and sincerely for Allaah alone, Him having no partner in that.

Chapter 34 Box 2/2
And from ibn ‘Abbaas radi Allaahu ‘anhumaa that the Messenger of Allaah sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam was asked about the kabaair (major sins) so he said:

Making shirk with Allaah, and losing hope in Allaah and feeling safe from the plan of Allaah. 

And from ibn Mas’ood that he said:

The most serious of the major sins is shirk with Allaah and feeling safe from the plan of Allaah and despairing of the Mercy of Allaah and losing hope in Allaah.

Reported by ‘Abdur Razzaaq.

With regards to the words to be explained, what is the meaning of:
1) kabaair – it is the plural of kabeerah and it is: 

every sin for which Allaah has threatened the person who does it with the Hellfire or His curse or His Anger or punishment or the negation of eemaan or for which Allaah has assigned a punishment in this worldly life.
2) shirk with Allaah – making shirk in His ruboobiyyah (Lordship) or in His ‘uboodiyyah (right to have all worship directed to Him alone).
3) losing hope in Allaah – cutting off all hope in Allaah in that which the person desires and intends and fears and hopes for.
4) from the plan of Allaah  - meaning: from His istidraaj (gradually leading to destruction) the servant or from His snatching away the eemaan which He gave to him.
With regards to the general meaning of this hadeeth:
5) What sin did the Prophet sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam begin with in this list of some of the major sins? And why?

The first sin which he sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam mentioned was that a partner be set up with Allaah in His ruboobiyyah or His ‘uboodiyyah.

He sall Allaahu ‘alaiyhi wa sallam began with this because it is the greatest of the sins.
6) Why is losing hope in Allaah such a grave sin?

It is because this would necessitate having evil thoughts about Allaah and being ignorant of the vastness of His mercy.
7) If a person is given blessings by Allaah, does this show that he can feel safe and secure from Allaah punishing him?

No, because Allaah may be making istidraaj of the person through bestowing these favours upon Him – until He seizes him when he is not expecting it.
8) Are these sins mentioned in the hadeeth the only major sins?

No, the major sins are many in number but the intention here was to explain the greatest of them – as is shown by the narration of ibn Mas’ood which the author brings afterwards.
9) What is the relevance of this hadeeth to this chapter of kitaab ut tawheed?

It shows that feeling safe fro the plan of Allaah and despairing of His mercy are from the greatest of sins.
With regards to benefits of the hadeeth, fill in the missing words:

This hadeeth shows:

10) The prohibition of a) feeling safe from the plan of Allaah and b) despairing of His Mercy and that these are two of the major sins – as the Murjiah (in the case of a))and the Khawaarij (in the case of b)) are upon.

11) That shirk is the most serious of the sins and the greatest of the major sins.

12) That it is obligatory upon the servant to be between khawf (fear) and rajaa (hope) so when he fears, he does not despair and when he hopes, he does not feel safe (from the plan of Allaah).  
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