Point 3

There are three types of zulm (oppression):

1. Where a man commits oppression regarding the right of Allaah, such as shirk – and this is the worst and most oppressive form of oppression.

2. Where a man oppresses himself, such as him burdening himself with something which he not able to bear.

3. Where a man oppresses others, such as killing someone without right – and this is the worst form of oppression regarding the rights of other people.

Point 4

Du’aa is of two categories:

1. The du’aa of worship – and directing this to other than Allaah is major shirk; so whoever worships something created then he has committed major shirk.

2. The du’aa of request – and it is of three types:

a. Invoking and asking Allaah for something – and this is from worship

b. Asking someone other than Allaah for something which he is incapable of providing, like seeking food or provision from the dead, or seeking from someone that he cure him of his illness – so this is major shirk.

c. Asking someone other that Allaah for something which he is able to provide, like seeking food from someone who is alive – then this is permissible.

Point 5

The ruling upon wearing a thread or ring or similar to prevent or resolve some difficulty is of two categories:

1. Major shirk: if he believes that it has an effect on its own without Allaah.

2. Lesser shirk: if he does not believe this, but only believes that these things are a means to an end.

Point 6

From the principles regarding lesser shirk:

That everyone who employs as a means something which Allaah has not made to be a means neither in the legislation nor in terms of His decree then he is a mushrik – in the sense of committing lesser shirk.

And anything which leads on to major shirk is lesser shirk.

Point 7

Ar-Ruqya – is recitation upon someone who is ill; it is shirk if it this recitation has no basis within the sharee’ah, or if there is some shirk within it.

At-Tamaa'im – is something which someone ties to himself as a protection against the evil eye, or by which he seeks to cure himself from an illness. It is of two categories:

1. From the Qur'aan or from the legislated supplications which have been reported or which are permissible – so there is a difference of opinion as to whether these are permissible.

2. Those which are based upon other than this – so the ruling upon these is the same as that for wearing a ring to prevent or resolve some difficulty.

At-Tiwalah – it is something which is tied to the husband with the hope that this will make his wife more beloved to him, and the husband more beloved to the wife – and the ruling upon it is in two categories:

1. For he who believes that this improves relations between the spouses in and of itself has committed major shirk.

2. For he who believes that it is only a means to generate love between the spouses then he has committed lesser shirk.

The ruling upon wearing Ad-Dablah:

1. If he believes that this in and of itself brings about affection between the spouses then he has committed major shirk.

2. If he believes that it is only a means for bringing about affection between the spouses then he has committed lesser shirk.

